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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfully designed to help you continue to grow daily in your knowedge and

love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters in Christ during this time of

separation.

 

Inspired by Daniel, he and his fellow Jews were isolated from every external thing that

represented their faith - the temple, the sacrifices, the Torah, everything that defined their

identity. Yet we read that Daniel not only stayed true and steadfast to God and who he was

through his worship in isolation, but he changed the world around him. We have that opportunity

today.

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms and

Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and love for His people

throughout the whole Bible.

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn, devotional song, or

contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer prompt to pray for the specific

area of focus that day.

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship time is

desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing a couple songs or

spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have such an amazing

opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage one another. Sharing how God

is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst and makes us all stronger in our faith.

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or email them to

Thomas to be included in our weekly emails.

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth[a] and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on

the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams[b] came up from the earth and watered the whole

surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a man[c] from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils

the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and

there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were

pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil. 10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11

The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that

land is good; aromatic resin[d] and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through

the entire land of Cush.[e] 14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the

fourth river is the Euphrates. 15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care

of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not

eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 18 The Lord God

said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 19 Now the Lord God had formed

out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would

name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the

livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But for Adam[f] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord

God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[g] and then closed

up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib[h] he had taken out of the man, and he

brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;she shall be called

‘woman,’  for she was taken out of man.”24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife,

and they become one flesh. 25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By the seventh day

God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his

work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all

the work of creating that he had done.Adam and Eve 4 This is the account of the heavens

and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 2:1-25

Monday,  March 23,  2020
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Monday,  March 23,  2020

Psalms

Psalm 2:1-12

Why do the nations conspire[a]

    and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth rise up

    and the rulers band together

    against the Lord and against his anointed, saying,

3 “Let us break their chains

    and throw off their shackles.”4 The One enthroned in

heaven laughs;

    the Lord scoffs at them.

5 He rebukes them in his anger

    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,

6 “I have installed my king

    on Zion, my holy mountain.”7 I will proclaim

the Lord’s decree:He said to me, “You are my son;

    today I have become your father.

8 Ask me,

    and I will make the nations your inheritance,

    the ends of the earth your possession.

9 You will break them with a rod of iron[b];

    you will dash them to pieces like

pottery.”10 Therefore, you kings, be wise;

    be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear

    and celebrate his rule with trembling.

12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry

    and your way will lead to your destruction,

for his wrath can flare up in a moment.

    Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

PROVERBS

Proverbs 1:7-9

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,

    but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

8 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction

    and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.

9 They are a garland to grace your head

    and a chain to adorn your neck.
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NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 2:1-23

Monday,  March 23,  2020

The Magi Visit the MessiahAfter Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time

of King Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one

who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to

worship him.”3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with

him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 

he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the

prophet has written:6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;for

out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]”7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and

found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search

carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they

had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it

stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to

go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. The Escape to Egypt 13 When they had gone, an

angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to

Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the

child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was

fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”[c] 16 When Herod realized that

he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its

vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what

was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great

mourning,Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted,  because they are no more.”[d]The Return

to Nazareth19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up,

take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are

dead.” 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that

Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a

dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled

what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.
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ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

DISCUSSION

Eve is created to 'help' complete creation as Adam's

ezer, a term only ever used again about God. This

term doesn't mean inferior or to serve, but to help

accomplish that which cannot be done alone. 

 

After Christ was born, upon what did Herod rely for

help when wanting to keep his throne? What do

nations and king tend to rely on for help

maintaining power and authority? 

 

What or who is the true helper of our hearts upon

which we rely? 

 

Consider today what areas of our lives we can't

complete without God as our ezer, our helper. 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do these passages teach us about ourselves? INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a
Hymn to the Lord that is on
your heart.

PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Praise & for
Church Family today.


