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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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Hagar and Ishmael

16  Now Sarai,  Abram’s wife, had borne him no children.  But she had an Egyptian

slave  named Hagar;  2  so she said to Abram, “The  Lord  has kept me from having

children.  Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.”Abram

agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai

his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 
4  He slept with Hagar,  and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her

mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your

arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.”6 “Your

slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled

from her.7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to

Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?”“I’m running

away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.9 Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and

submit to her.” 10 The angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to

count.”11 The angel of the Lord also said to her: “You are now pregnant and you will give birth to a son. You shall

name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery. 12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be

against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.”13 She gave

this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One

who sees me.” 14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 15 So

Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael  to the son she had borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six

years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

2

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 16

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 12:22-50

Jesus and Beelzebul 

22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus

healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished and

said, “Could this be the Son of David?”24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said,

“It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.”

25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city

or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How

then can his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive them out?

So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of

God has come upon you.29 “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions

unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house. 
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30 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 And so I tell you, every

kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a

word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven,

either in this age or in the age to come.33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit

will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good?

For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.35 A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and

an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that everyone will have to give account

on the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by

your words you will be condemned.”

The Sign of Jonah 

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”39 He

answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet

Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days

and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and

condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen

of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to

listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater than Solomon is here.43 “When an impure spirit comes out of

a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’

When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.45 Then it goes and takes with it seven

other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is worse than

the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation.”

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers

46  While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother  and brothers  stood outside, wanting to speak to

him. 47 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.”48 He replied to

him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and

my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
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Psalms

Psalm 11:1-7

PROVERBS

Proverbs 3:11-12

For the director of music. Of David.

1 In the Lord I take refuge.

    How then can you say to me:

    “Flee like a bird to your mountain.

2 For look, the wicked bend their bows;

    they set their arrows against the strings

to shoot from the shadows

    at the upright in heart.

3 When the foundations are being destroyed,

    what can the righteous do?”

4 The Lord is in his holy temple;

    the Lord is on his heavenly throne.

He observes everyone on earth;

    his eyes examine them.

5 The Lord examines the righteous,

    but the wicked, those who love violence,

    he hates with a passion.

6 On the wicked he will rain

    fiery coals and burning sulfur;

    a scorching wind will be their lot.

7 For the Lord is righteous,

    he loves justice;

    the upright will see his face.

11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline,

    and do not resent his rebuke,

12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves,

    as a father the son he delights in.



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Thanksgiving and for
Church Leadership

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a
Contemporary Song to the Lord
that is on your heart.

DISCUSSION

So often it seems the battle of sin is within our own heads,

hearts, and minds. Jesus warns us that a house divided cannot

stand. So we see with Abraham's household, and the result of

Sarah's impatience with God. So often those closest to us are

affected and those consequences can last a long time. But in the

Lord we take refuge because He always sees us, even in His

discipline, to help direct and focus our whole selves, house, and

temple, onto Him. May we love the Lord our God with our

heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
 

How can we engage our whole selves with God in Christ? 

 

How do we best fight the internal battles? 

 

How can we help each other do that same thing? 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


