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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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Abraham and Abimelek

Now Abraham moved on from there  into the region of the Negev  and lived between

Kadesh and Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 2 and there Abraham said of his wife

Sarah, “She is my sister.” Then Abimelek king of Gerar sent for Sarah and took her.

3 But God came to Abimelek in a dream one night and said to him, 

“You are as good as dead because of the woman you have taken; she is a married woman.” 4 Now Abimelek had not

gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and

didn’t she also say, ‘He is my brother’? I have done this with a clear conscience and clean hands.”6 Then God said to

him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against

me. That is why I did not let you touch her. 7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for

you  and you will live. But if you do not return her, you may be sure that you and all who belong to you will

die.”8 Early the next morning Abimelek summoned all his officials, and when he told them all that had happened,

they were very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelek called Abraham in and said, “What have you done to us? How have I

wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that

should never be done.”  10  And Abimelek asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?”11  Abraham

replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God  in this place, and they will kill me because of my

wife.’ 12 Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became my

wife. 13 And when God had me wander from my father’s household, I said to her, ‘This is how you can show your

love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, “He is my brother.”’”14 Then Abimelek brought sheep and cattle and

male and female slaves and gave them to Abraham, and he returned Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelek said,

“My land is before you; live wherever you like.”16  To Sarah he said, “I am giving your brother a thousand

shekels[a]  of silver. This is to cover the offense against you before all who are with you; you are completely

vindicated.”17  Then Abraham prayed to God,  and God healed Abimelek, his wife and his female slaves so they

could have children again,  18  for the  Lord  had kept all the women in Abimelek’s household from conceiving

because of Abraham’s wife Sarah.

2

OLD TESTAMENT

Geneis 20
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NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 15

That Which Defiles

Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and

asked, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their

hands before they eat!”3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for

the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone

who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’

5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to

God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your

tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 “‘These people honor me with their

lips, but their hearts are far from me.9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’”10 Jesus

called the crowd to him and said,  “Listen and understand.  11  What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile

them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”12 Then the disciples came to him and asked,

“Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?”13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly

Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the

blind, both will fall into a pit.”15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”16 “Are you still so dull?”  Jesus asked

them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the

things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come

evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  20  These are what defile a

person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity

came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering

terribly.”23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps

crying out after us.”24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”25 The woman came and knelt

before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the

dogs.”27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”28 Then Jesus

said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.
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Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand

29 Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 30 Great

crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet;

and he healed them. 31 The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame

walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I

have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want

to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way.”33  His disciples answered, “Where could we get

enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?”34 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.“Seven,”

they replied, “and a few small fish.”35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven

loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to

the people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces

that were left over. 38 The number of those who ate was four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 After

Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan.

Psalms

Psalm 14

A psalm of David.

1 Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may

live on your holy mountain?

2 The one whose walk is blameless, who does what is

righteous, who speaks the truth from their heart;

3 whose tongue utters no slander, who does no wrong to

a neighbor, and casts no slur on others;

4 who despises a vile person but honors those who fear

the Lord;who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and

does not change their mind;

5 who lends money to the poor without interest; who

does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever

does these things will never be shaken.

PROVERBS

Proverbs 3:19-20

21 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of

your sight, preserve sound judgment and discretion;

22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your

neck.

23 Then you will go on your way in safety, and your

foot will not stumble.

24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you

lie down, your sleep will be sweet.

25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that

overtakes the wicked,

26 for the Lord will be at your side 

and will keep your foot from being snared.



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Thanksgiving
& Prayer for neighbors and
friends

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a
Contemporary Song that is on
your heart.

DISCUSSION

Abraham trusted God enough to leave his home, but

seemingly not for his own safety, telling both Pharaoh and

Abimelek Sarah was his sister and not wife. His heart was

wanting, yet lacked. Jesus warns of those who then honor

God with their lips but not heart, with the Caananite

woman being such an example of faith. The Lord is at our

side, but will our faith not be shaken? 

 

At what times in your life do your lips and your heart not

match towards God? 

 

How do we connect them? 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


