WEEK 3

A LIFE OF FAITH

Daily Worship Guide

HEARTS JOINED IN WORSHIP

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your
knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation.

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,
Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and
love for His people throughout the whole Bible.

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,
devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day.

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship
time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have
such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage
one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst
and makes us all stronger in our faith.

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails.

Grace and Peace,

Circle Church of Christ
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Abraham Tested

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”“Here I am,” he

replied.2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and
Geneis 22 go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will

show you.”

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son
Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey
while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”6 Abraham took the wood
for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them
went on together,7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”*“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.“The
fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”’8 Abraham answered, “God
himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.9 When they
reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altarthere and arranged the wood on it. He bound his
son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay
his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”“Here I am,” he
replied.12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket
he saw a ram[a] caught by its horns.He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his
son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of
the Lord it will be provided.”15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I
swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only
son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies,18 and through your offspring[b] all
nations on earth will be blessed,[c] because you have obeyed me.”19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and
they set off together for Beersheba.And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.
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The Death of Sarah

23 Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old. 2 She died at Kiriath

Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and
Geneis 23 to weep over her.3 Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the

Hittites.[a] He said, 4 “I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property

for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.” 5 The Hittites replied to Abraham, 6 “Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty
princeamong us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his tomb for burying your
dead.”7 Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of the land, the Hittites.8 He said to them, “If you
are willing to let me bury my dead, then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf 9 so he
will sell me the cave of Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end of his field. Ask him to sell it to me for
the full price as a burial site among you.”10 Ephron the Hittite was sitting among his people and he replied to
Abraham in the hearing of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of his city. 11 “No, my lord,” he said. “Listen to
me; | give[b] you the field, and I give[c] you the cave that is in it. I give[d] it to you in the presence of my people.
Bury your dead.”12 Again Abraham bowed down before the people of the land 13 and he said to Ephron in their
hearing, “Listen to me, if you will. I will pay the price of the field. Accept it from me so I can bury my dead
there.”14 Ephron answered Abraham, 15 “Listen to me, my lord; the land is worth four hundred shekels[e] of
silver, but what is that between you and me? Bury your dead.”16 Abraham agreed to Ephron’s terms and weighed
out for him the price he had named in the hearing of the Hittites: four hundred shekels of silver, according to the
weight current among the merchants.17 So Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre—both the field and the cave in
it, and all the trees within the borders of the field—was deeded 18 to Abraham as his property in the presence of all
the Hittites who had come to the gate of the city.19 Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field
of Machpelahnear Mamre (which is at Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20 So the field and the cave in it were
deeded to Abraham by the Hittites as a burial site.
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The Transfiguration

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led

them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His
Matthew 17:1-23 face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there

appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord,

it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you,

one for Moses and one for Elijah.”5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the
cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard
this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be
afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus
instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”10 The
disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” 11 Jesus replied, “To be
sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize
him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their
hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist.

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy

14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him.15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,”
he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16 I brought him to
your disciples, but they could not heal him.”17 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long
shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and
it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment.19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked,
“Why couldn’t we drive it out?”20 He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as
small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you.” [21] [a]

Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time
22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of
men. 23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief.
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Psalm 17

1 Hear me, Lord, my plea is just; listen to my cry. Hear my
prayer— it does not rise from deceitful lips. 2 Let my
vindication come from you; may your eyes see what is right.

3 Though you probe my heart, though you examine me at
night and test me, you will find that I have planned no evil;
my mouth has not transgressed. 4 Though people tried to
bribe me, I have kept myself from the ways of the violent
through what your lips have commanded.

5 My steps have held to your paths; my feet have not
stumbled. 6 I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer. 7 Show me the
wonders of your great love, you who save by your right hand
those who take refuge in you from their foes.8 Keep me as
the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings
9 from the wicked who are out to destroy me, from my mortal
enemies who surround me.

10 They close up their callous hearts, and their mouths speak
with arrogance.l1 They have tracked me down, they now
surround me, with eyes alert, to throw me to the ground.
12 They are like a lion hungry for prey, like a fierce lion
crouching in cover.

13 Rise up, Lord, confront them, bring them down; with your
sword rescue me from the wicked. 14 By your hand save me
from such people, Lord, from those of this world whose
reward is in this life. May what you have stored up for the
wicked fill their bellies; may their children gorge themselves
on it, and may there be leftovers for their little ones.

15 As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face;
when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness.

Proverbs 3:33-35

33 The Lord’s curse is on the house of the wicked,
but he blesses the home of the righteous.
34 He mocks proud mockers
but shows favor to the humble and oppressed.
35 The wise inherit honor,
but fools get only shame.



DISCUSSION

Abraham was about to do the unthinkable - sacrifice his
promised son, his family heir, because God asked him to.
Thousands of years later, three men saw the One who
would be sacrificed in incredible glory, before Jesus tells
them God wouldn't stop the cross. Life, and death, both in
faith of who God is. These situations probe our own hearts
and lives, and invite us to trust God whatever the
circumstances.

What situations in your own life have you acted in faith
without knowing how it would turn out?

How do we grow this aspect of faith?
What do these passages teach us about God?

What do they teach us about ourselves?

Take a moment to sing a
Devotional Song that is on your
heart.

Prayer of Confession & Prayer
for Missionaries and Evangelism

Staying connected is so important
during this time.

Please share something that has
touched your heart through your
time in God's word this week.

It will encourage your brothers
and sisters and create a deeper
connection with one another
while we are apart.

Post your thoughts, favorite song
or a short video at the Circle
Family News Facebook Page, or
email Thomas and we'll include in
next week's email!

We would love for you to invite
people you know to be apart of
our daily worship and
encouragement!

The Facebook Group is private
so that you can share freely, but
friends are welcome to join!
Requests will be approved by the
group moderators as they pop

up!



