WEEK 4

A LIFE OF FAITH

Daily Worship Guide

HEARTS JOINED IN WORSHIP

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your
knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation.

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,
Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and
love for His people throughout the whole Bible.

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,
devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day.

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship
time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have
such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage
one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst
and makes us all stronger in our faith.

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails.

Grace and Peace,

Circle Church of Christ
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Jacob Takes Esau’s Blessing

34 When Esau was forty years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and

also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They were a source of grief to Isaac and

Genesis Rebekah.
26:34 - 27:40

Chapter 27 When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer

see,he called for Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”
“Here I am,” he answered. 2 Isaac said, “I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death. 3 Now then, get
your equipment—your quiver and bow—and go out to the open countryto hunt some wild game for me. 4 Prepare
me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die.”5 Now
Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it
back, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some
game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the Lord before I
die.” 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: 9 Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young
goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it to your father to eat,
so that he may give you his blessing before he dies.”11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a
hairy man while I have smooth skin. 12 What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would
bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.”13 His mother said to him, “My son, let the curse fall on
me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me.”14 So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and
she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her
older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. 16 She also covered his hands and the
smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. 17 Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had
made.18 He went to his father and said, “My father.”*“Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?’19 Jacob said to his
father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game, so that you
may give me your blessing.”20 Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?”*“The Lord your God
gave me success,” he replied.21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether
you really are my son Esau or not.”22 Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is
the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like
those of his brother Esau; so he proceeded to bless him. 24 “Are you really my son Esau?” he asked.“l am,” he
replied.25 Then he said, “My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing.”Jacob
brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank.26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come
here, my son, and kiss me.”27 So he went to him and kissed him.
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When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a
field that the Lord has blessed. 28 May God give you heaven’s dew and earth’s richness—an abundance of
grain and new wine. 29 May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may
the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be blessed.”
30 After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother Esau came in
from hunting. 31 He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then he said to him, “My father,
please sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.”32 His father Isaac asked him,
“Who are you?”“I am your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, Esau.”33 Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who
was it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed him—and indeed he
will be blessed!”34 When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his
father, “Bless me—me too, my father!”35 But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your
blessing.”36 Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob[a]? This is the second time he has taken advantage of me: He
took my birthright, and now he’s taken my blessing!” Then he asked, “Haven’t you reserved any blessing for
me?”’37 Isaac answered Esau, “I have made him lord over you and have made all his relatives his servants, and I
have sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I possibly do for you, my son?’38 Esau said to his father,
“Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud.39 His father Isaac
answered him,“Your dwelling will be away from the earth’s richness, away from the dew of heaven above. 40 You
will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from
off your neck.”

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were
Matthew 25 wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.4 The wise

ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long

time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!”7 “Then all the virgins woke up
and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going
out.’9 “*No,” they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy
some for yourselves.”10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who
were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord,
Lord,” they said, ‘open the door for us!’12 “But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’13 “Therefore keep
watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
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The Parable of the Bags of Gold

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To
one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he
went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and
gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received
one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.19 “After a long time the master of those
servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other
five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’21 “His master
replied, ‘“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he
said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’23 “His master replied, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come
and share your master’s happiness!’24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘I
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’26 “His
master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have
not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I
returned I would have received it back with interest.28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who
has ten bags.29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even
what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

The Sheep and the Goats 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on
his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his
left.34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit
me.’37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
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41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever
you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment,
but the righteous to eternal life.”

Psalm 19:1-14

For the director of music. A psalm of David.

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night
after night they reveal knowledge. 3 They have no speech, they use no words;no sound is heard from them.

4 Yet their voice[b] goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for
the sun. 5 It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 6 It rises at one end of
the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth. 7 The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the
soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the
heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The
decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are
sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 11 By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great
reward. 12 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults. 13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may
they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression. 14 May these words of my mouth and this
meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Proverbs 4:14-19

14 Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in the way of evildoers. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn
from it and go on your way. 16 For they cannot rest until they do evil; they are robbed of sleep till they make
someone stumble. 17 They eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence.18 The path of the
righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.19 But the way of the wicked is like
deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.



DISCUSSION

Jacob stealing Esau's blessing is a well known story, and
one that seems foreign to many people in modern times.
Yet, like the people who shouted "Hosanna!" to Christ and
then a week later "Crucify him!" perhaps we try to steal
blessings in our own ways from whom they're due, or from
the wrong source. We cannot ask of darkness blessings
from the light.

What blessings might we try to ask from God that aren't
good for us?

What blessings might we desire to 'steal’ from others?
What do these passages teach us about God?

What do they teach us about ourselves?

Take a moment to sing a Hymn
that is on your heart.

Prayer of Praise & Prayer for
Church Family

—

Staying connected is so important
during this time.

Please share something that has
touched your heart through your
time in God's word this week.

It will encourage your brothers
and sisters and create a deeper
connection with one another
while we are apart.

Post your thoughts, favorite song
or a short video at the Circle
Family News Facebook Page, or
email Thomas and we'll include in
next week's email!

We would love for you to invite
people you know to be apart of
our daily worship and
encouragement!

The Facebook Group is private
so that you can share freely, but
friends are welcome to join!
Requests will be approved by the
group moderators as they pop

up!



