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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram

 Then Jacob continued on his journey and came to the land of the eastern

peoples. 2 There he saw a well in the open country, with three flocks of sheep lying near

it because the flocks were watered from that well. The stone over the mouth of the well

was large.  3  When all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the

stone away from the well’s mouth and water the sheep. 

Then they would return the stone to its place over the mouth of the well. 4 Jacob asked the shepherds, “My brothers,

where are you from?”“We’re from Harran,” they replied. 5  He said to them, “Do you know Laban, Nahor’s

grandson?”“Yes, we know him,” they answered.6 Then Jacob asked them, “Is he well?”“Yes, he is,” they said, “and

here comes his daughter Rachel with the sheep.”7 “Look,” he said, “the sun is still high; it is not time for the flocks

to be gathered. Water the sheep and take them back to pasture.”8 “We can’t,” they replied, “until all the flocks are

gathered and the stone has been rolled away from the mouth of the well. Then we will water the sheep.”9 While he

was still talking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep,  for she was a shepherd.  10  When Jacob saw

Rachel daughter of his uncle Laban, and Laban’s sheep, he went over and rolled the stone away from the mouth of

the well and watered his uncle’s sheep. 11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel and began to weep aloud. 12 He had told

Rachel that he was a relative  of her father and a son of Rebekah.  So she ran and told her father.13  As soon as

Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister’s son, he hurried to meet him. He embraced him and kissed him and

brought him to his home, and there Jacob told him all these things. 14 Then Laban said to him, “You are my own

flesh and blood.”

2

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 29

Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, 15 Laban said to him, “Just because you are a relative of mine,

should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.”16 Now Laban had two daughters; the

name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah had weak[a] eyes, but Rachel had a

lovely figure and was beautiful. 18 Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return

for your younger daughter Rachel.”19 Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay

here with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of

his love for her.21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to make love to

her.”22 So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23 But when evening came, he took

his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and Jacob made love to her. 24 And Laban gave his servant Zilpah to

his daughter as her attendant.25 When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you

have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”26 Laban replied, “It is not our

custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.  27  Finish this daughter’s bridal

week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.”28 And Jacob did so.

He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29 Laban gave his

servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her attendant. 30 Jacob made love to Rachel also, and his love for Rachel

was greater than his love for Leah. And he worked for Laban another seven years.
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Jacob’s Children

31  When the  Lord  saw that Leah was not loved,  he enabled her to conceive,  but Rachel remained

childless. 32 Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben,[b] for she said, “It is because

the Lord has seen my misery.Surely my husband will love me now.”33 She conceived again, and when she gave

birth to a son she said, “Because the Lord heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.” So she named him

Simeon.[c]34  Again she conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Now at last my husband will

become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” So he was named Levi.[d]35 She conceived again,

and when she gave birth to a son she said, “This time I will praise the Lord.” So she named him Judah.[e] Then she

stopped having children.

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 23

A Warning Against Hypocrisy

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the lawand the

Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you.

But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up

heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they

themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.

5  “Everything they do is done for people to see:  They make their phylacteries[a]wide and the tassels on their

garments  long; 6  they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7  they

love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.8 “But you are not to be called

‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have

one Father,  and he is in heaven.  10  Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the

Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and

those who humble themselves will be exalted.

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees

13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in

people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to. [14] [b]15 “Woe to you,

teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when

you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say,

‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that

oath.’17 You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If

anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that

oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 Therefore, anyone

who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it.21 And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it

and by the one who dwellsin it. 
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22  And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it.23  “Woe to you,

teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you

have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced

the latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.25 “Woe

to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they

are full of greed and self-indulgence.26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the

outside also will be clean.27  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like

whitewashed tombs,  which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and

everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are

full of hypocrisy and wickedness.29  “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build

tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our

ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you testify against

yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Go ahead, then, and complete what

your ancestors started!33  “You snakes! You brood of vipers!  How will you escape being condemned to

hell? 34 Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others

you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35 And so upon you will come all the righteous

blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom

you murdered between the temple and the altar.  36  Truly I tell you, all this will come on this

generation.37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you,how often I have longed

to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look,

your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who

comes in the name of the Lord.’[c]”
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Psalms

Psalm 21

PROVERBS

Proverbs 5:1-6

For the director of music. A psalm of David.

1 The king rejoices in your strength, Lord.

    How great is his joy in the victories you give!

2 You have granted him his heart’s desire

    and have not withheld the request of his lips.[b]

3 You came to greet him with rich blessings

    and placed a crown of pure gold on his head.

4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him—

    length of days, for ever and ever.

5 Through the victories you gave, his glory is great;

    you have bestowed on him splendor and majesty.

6 Surely you have granted him unending blessings

    and made him glad with the joy of your presence.

7 For the king trusts in the Lord;

    through the unfailing love of the Most High

    he will not be shaken.

8 Your hand will lay hold on all your enemies;

    your right hand will seize your foes.

9 When you appear for battle,

    you will burn them up as in a blazing furnace.

The Lord will swallow them up in his wrath,

    and his fire will consume them.

10 You will destroy their descendants from the earth,

    their posterity from mankind.

11 Though they plot evil against you

    and devise wicked schemes, they cannot succeed.

12 You will make them turn their backs

    when you aim at them with drawn bow.

13 Be exalted in your strength, Lord;

    we will sing and praise your might.

1 My son, pay attention to my wisdom,

    turn your ear to my words of insight,

2 that you may maintain discretion

    and your lips may preserve knowledge.

3 For the lips of the adulterous woman drip honey,

    and her speech is smoother than oil;

4 but in the end she is bitter as gall,

    sharp as a double-edged sword.

5 Her feet go down to death;

    her steps lead straight to the grave.

6 She gives no thought to the way of life;

    her paths wander aimlessly, but she does not know it.



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Thanksgiving & Prayer
for neighbors and friends

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a
Contemporary Song that is on
your heart.

DISCUSSION

Laban acted hypocritically towards Jacob in dishonestly

giving him Leah instead of his beloved Rachel. Yet Jacob

acted in a way that displeased God towards Rachel and

Leah. Perhaps not much had changed when Jesus saw

Israel's actions towards herself, her leaders, and her God.  

 

Are our hearts' desires that of God's as well or our own?

 
In what ways do we even intentionally act

hypocritically towards God and other Christians? 

 

How do we makes God's loves our own? 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


