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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any children, she became jealous of

her sister. So she said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I’ll die!”2 Jacob became angry

with her and said, “Am I in the place of God,  who has kept you from having

children?”3 Then she said, “Here is Bilhah, my servant. Sleep with her so that she can

bear children for me and I too can build a family through her.” 4 So she gave him her

servant Bilhah as a wife. Jacob slept with her, 5 and she became pregnant 

2

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 30

and bore him a son. 6  Then Rachel said, “God has vindicated me;  he has listened to my plea and given me a

son.” Because of this she named him Dan.[a]7 Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second

son. 8 Then Rachel said, “I have had a great struggle with my sister, and I have won.” So she named him Naphtali.

[b]9 When Leah saw that she had stopped having children, she took her servant Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a

wife. 10 Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son.11 Then Leah said, “What good fortune!”[c] So she named him

Gad.[d]12 Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13 Then Leah said, “How happy I am! The women will

call me happy.” So she named him Asher.[e]14 During wheat harvest, Reuben went out into the fields and found

some mandrake plants, which he brought to his mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your

son’s mandrakes.”15 But she said to her, “Wasn’t it enough that you took away my husband? Will you take my son’s

mandrakes too?”“Very well,” Rachel said, “he can sleep with you tonight in return for your son’s mandrakes.”16 So

when Jacob came in from the fields that evening, Leah went out to meet him. “You must sleep with me,” she said. “I

have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” So he slept with her that night.17 God listened to Leah, and she became

pregnant and bore Jacob a fifth son.18  Then Leah said, “God has rewarded me for giving my servant to my

husband.”So she named him Issachar.[f]19 Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 Then Leah said,

“God has presented me with a precious gift. This time my husband will treat me with honor,because I have borne him

six sons.” So she named him Zebulun.[g]21  Some time later she gave birth to a daughter and named her

Dinah.22 Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her and enabled her to conceive.23 She became pregnant and

gave birth to a son and said, “God has taken away my disgrace.” 24 She named him Joseph,[h] and said, “May

the Lord add to me another son.”

Jacob’s Flocks Increase

25  After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on my wayso I can go back to my own

homeland. 26 Give me my wives and children, for whom I have served you, and I will be on my way. You know

how much work I’ve done for you.”27 But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your eyes, please stay. I have

learned by divination that the Lord has blessed me because of you.” 28 He added, “Name your wages, and I will pay

them.”29 Jacob said to him, “You know how I have worked for you and how your livestock has fared under my

care.  30  The little you had before I came has increased greatly, and the  Lord  has blessed you wherever I have

been. But now, when may I do something for my own household?” 
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31 “What shall I give you?” he asked.“Don’t give me anything,” Jacob replied. “But if you will do this one thing for

me, I will go on tending your flocks and watching over them:  32  Let me go through all your flocks today and

remove from them every speckled or spotted sheep, every dark-colored lamb and every spotted or speckled

goat. They will be my wages.33 And my honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever you check on the wages

you have paid me. Any goat in my possession that is not speckled or spotted, or any lamb that is not dark-

colored, will be considered stolen.”34 “Agreed,” said Laban. “Let it be as you have said.” 35 That same day he

removed all the male goats that were streaked or spotted, and all the speckled or spotted female goats (all that had

white on them) and all the dark-colored lambs,and he placed them in the care of his sons. 36 Then he put a three-

day journeybetween himself and Jacob, while Jacob continued to tend the rest of Laban’s flocks.37 Jacob, however,

took fresh-cut branches from poplar, almond and plane treesand made white stripes on them by peeling the bark and

exposing the white inner wood of the branches.  38  Then he placed the peeled branches  in all the watering

troughs, so that they would be directly in front of the flocks when they came to drink. When the flocks were in

heat and came to drink, 39 they mated in front of the branches. And they bore young that were streaked or speckled

or spotted.40 Jacob set apart the young of the flock by themselves, but made the rest face the streaked and dark-

colored animals  that belonged to Laban. Thus he made separate flocks for himself and did not put them with

Laban’s animals.41 Whenever the stronger females were in heat, Jacob would place the branches in the troughs in

front of the animals so they would mate near the branches, 42 but if the animals were weak, he would not place

them there. So the weak animals went to Laban and the strong ones to Jacob.  43  In this way the man grew

exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, and female and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 24

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times24 Jesus left the temple and

was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its

buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone

here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”3 As Jesus was sitting on

the Mount of Olives,  the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when

will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”

4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the

Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed.

Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  7  Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against

kingdom.  There will be famines  and earthquakes in various places.  8  All these are the beginning of birth

pains.9  “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted  and put to death,  and you will be hated by all nations

because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many

false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most

will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be

preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
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 15 “So when you see standing in the holy place  ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’[a] spoken of through the prophet

Daniel—let the reader understand—16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go

down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those

days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For

then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.22 “If

those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that

time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false

prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead

of time.26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not

believe it.  27  For as lightning  that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming  of the Son of

Man.28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.29 “Immediately after the distress of those days“‘the sun will

be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky,and the heavenly bodies will be

shaken.’[b]30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth[c] will mourn when

they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.[d] 31 And he will send his angels with a

loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 32 “Now learn

this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so,

when you see all these things, you know that it[e] is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not

pass away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

The Day and Hour Unknown 36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but

only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the

flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;39 and they knew

nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son

of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill;

one will be taken and the other left.42  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will

come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have

kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come

at an hour when you do not expect him.45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the

servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him

doing so when he returns.47 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that servant is

wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time,’ 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to

eat and drink with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he

is not aware of. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and

gnashing of teeth.
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Psalms

Psalm 22:1-18

PROVERBS

Proverbs 5:7-14

For the director of music. To the tune of “The Doe of the Morning.” A

psalm of David.

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from

saving me, so far from my cries of anguish?

2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no

rest.[b]3  Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;  you are the one Israel

praises.[c]

4 In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them.

5 To you they cried out and were saved;in you they trusted and were not put

to shame.6  But I am a worm  and not a man, scorned by

everyone, despised by the people.

7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads.

8 “He trusts in the Lord,” they say,“let the Lord rescue him.

Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”

9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you, even at

my mother’s breast.

10 From birth I was cast on you; from my mother’s womb you have been

my God.

11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.

12 Many bulls surround me;strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.

13 Roaring lions that tear their prey open their mouths wide against me.

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.

My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me.

15 My mouth[d] is dried up like a potsherd,and my tongue sticks to the roof

of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.

16  Dogs  surround me,  a pack of villains encircles me;they pierce[e]  my

hands and my feet.

17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me.

18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.

7 Now then, my sons, listen to me;

    do not turn aside from what I say.

8 Keep to a path far from her,

    do not go near the door of her house,

9 lest you lose your honor to others

    and your dignity[a] to one who is cruel,

10 lest strangers feast on your wealth

    and your toil enrich the house of another.

11 At the end of your life you will groan,

    when your flesh and body are spent.

12 You will say, “How I hated discipline!

    How my heart spurned correction!

13 I would not obey my teachers

    or turn my ear to my instructors.

14 And I was soon in serious trouble

    in the assembly of God’s people.”



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Praise & Prayer for
extended family

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a Hymn
that is on your heart.

DISCUSSION

Jacob, from which came the nation of Israel, became

prosperous and was blessed by God in spite of his

shortcomings. Israel continued to be blessed by God in

spite of theirs, until Jesus warned of God's incoming

judgment, to which they did not listen. As far away as God

may seem during dark times, may we never be far from

Him in times of prosperity as well. 

 

When is it hardest to rely on God? 

 

How we can glorify and uplift Him in our hearts

regardless of our external circumstances? 

 

What do these passages teach me about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


