WEEK 4

A LIFE OF FAITH

Daily Worship Guide

HEARTS JOINED IN WORSHIP

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your
knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation.

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,
Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and
love for His people throughout the whole Bible.

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,
devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day.

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship
time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have
such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage
one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst
and makes us all stronger in our faith.

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails.

Grace and Peace,

Circle Church of Christ
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Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

32 [a]Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2 When Jacob saw

them, he said, “This is the camp of God!” So he named that place Mahanaim.[b]3 Jacob
Genesis 32 sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of

Edom. 4 He instructed them: “This is what you are to say to my lord Esau:

“Your servant Jacob says, I have been staying with Laban and have remained there till now. 5 I have cattle and
donkeys, sheep and goats, male and female servants. Now I am sending this message to my lord, that I may find
favor in your eyes.”” 6 When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother Esau, and now
he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”7 In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people
who were with him into two groups,[c] and the flocks and herds and camels as well. 8 He thought, “If Esau comes
and attacks one group,[d] the group[e] that is left may escape.”9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father
Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Lord, you who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will
make you prosper,” 10 I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only
my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two camps. 11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my
brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But you have
said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be
counted.””’13 He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a gift for his brother Esau: 14 two
hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15 thirty female camels with their
young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16 He put them in the care of his
servants, each herd by itself, and said to his servants, “Go ahead of me, and keep some space between the
herds.”17 He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and asks, “Who do you belong to, and
where are you going, and who owns all these animals in front of you?” 18 then you are to say, ‘They belong to your
servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.””’19 He also instructed the second,
the third and all the others who followed the herds: “You are to say the same thing to Esau when you meet
him. 20 And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming behind us.”” For he thought, “I will pacify him with these
gifts I am sending on ahead; later, when I see him, perhaps he will receive me.” 21 So Jacob’s gifts went on ahead
of him, but he himself spent the night in the camp.

Jacob Wrestles With God

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford
of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left
alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said,
“Let me go, for it is daybreak.”
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But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”27 The man asked him, “What is your
name?”*“Jacob,” he answered.28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,[f] because you
have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”But he
replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.30 So Jacob called the place Peniel,[g] saying, “It
is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.”31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel,
[h] and he was limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to
the socket of the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.

The Plot Against Jesus When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his
disciples, 2 “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will
be handed over to be crucified.”3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people

Matthew 26 assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they
schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said,
“or there may be a riot among the people.”

Jesus Anointed at Bethany 6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to
him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the
table.8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked.9 “This perfume could have
been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you
bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you,[a] but you
will not always have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for
burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be
told, in memory of her.”Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—
went to the chief priests15 and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they
counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

The Last Supper

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want
us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him,
‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your
house.”” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.20 When evening came, Jesus
was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will
betray me.”22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me,
Lord?’23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of
Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for

him if he had not been born.”
3
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25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”Jesus answered, “You have
said s0.”26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me,for it is written:*“‘I will strike the
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’[c]32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into
Galilee.”33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.”34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus
answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”35 But Peter declared, “Even if
I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same.

Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ““Sit here while I go over
there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and
troubled.38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep
watch with me.”39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”40 Then he returned to his disciples and found
them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that
you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”42 He went away a second time and
prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be
done.”43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and
went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.45 Then he returned to the disciples and said
to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands
of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”
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Psalm 23

A psalm of David.
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3 he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,[a]
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me

all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.
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Prov. 5:22-23

22 The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them;
the cords of their sins hold them fast.

23 For lack of discipline they will die,
led astray by their own great folly.



DISCUSSION

Jacob wrestled with God and was blessed for it. The
Pharisees and religious leaders struggled with God and
killed the Messiah. Struggling with who God is is never a
sin, however can lead to to bad places if we're not
struggling for who God is, He who refreshes our souls,
leads us beside still waters, and overflows our cups, as he
did with Jacob.

How can we struggle with God for the things that are of
Him?

What have you learned in your struggle against sin about
who God is in your life?

What do these passages teach us about God?

What do they teach us about ourselves?

Take a moment to sing a
Contemporary Song that is on
your heart.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and for
Church Leadership

Staying connected is so important
during this time.

Please share something that has
touched your heart through your
time in God's word this week.

It will encourage your brothers
and sisters and create a deeper
connection with one another
while we are apart.

Post your thoughts, favorite song
or a short video at the Circle
Family News Facebook Page, or
email Thomas and we'll include in
next week's email!

We would love for you to invite
people you know to be apart of
our daily worship and
encouragement!

The Facebook Group is private
so that you can share freely, but
friends are welcome to join!
Requests will be approved by the
group moderators as they pop

up!



