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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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Jacob Meets Esau

Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided

the children among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants.  2  He put the female

servants and their children  in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and

Joseph  in the rear. 3 He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven

times as he 

2

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 33-34

approached his brother. 4 But Esau  ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and

kissed him. And they wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. “Who are these with you?” he

asked.Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your servant.”6 Then the female servants

and their children approached and bowed down.7 Next, Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all

came Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down.8 Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds

I met?”“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said.9 But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what

you have for yourself.”10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this giftfrom me. For

to see your face is like seeing the face of God,  now that you have received me favorably.  11  Please accept the

present  that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me  and I have all I need.”  And because Jacob

insisted,Esau accepted it.12 Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I’ll accompany you.”13 But Jacob said to him,

“My lord  knows that the children are tender and that I must care for the ewes and cows that are nursing their

young. If they are driven hard just one day, all the animals will die. 14 So let my lord go on ahead of his servant,

while I move along slowly at the pace of the flocks and herds before me and the pace of the children, until I come to

my lord in Seir.”15 Esau said, “Then let me leave some of my men with you.”“But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just

let me find favor in the eyes of my lord.”16 So that day Esau started on his way back to Seir. 17 Jacob, however,

went to Sukkoth, where he built a place for himself and made shelters for his livestock. That is why the place is

called Sukkoth.[a]18 After Jacob came from Paddan Aram,[b] he arrived safely at the city of Shechemin Canaan and

camped within sight of the city. 19 For a hundred pieces of silver,[c]he bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of

Shechem, the plot of groundwhere he pitched his tent. 20 There he set up an altar and called it El Elohe Israel.[d]

Chapter 34 Dinah and the Shechemites

Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land. 2 When Shechem son of

Hamor  the Hivite,  the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and raped her.  3  His heart was drawn to

Dinah daughter of Jacob; he loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4 And Shechem said to his father

Hamor, “Get me this girl as my wife.”5 When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in

the fields with his livestock; so he did nothing about it until they came home. 6 Then Shechem’s father Hamor went

out to talk with Jacob.  7  Meanwhile, Jacob’s sons had come in from the fields as soon as they heard what had

happened. They were shocked and furious, because Shechem had done an outrageous thing in[e]Israel by sleeping

with Jacob’s daughter—a thing that should not be done.
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8 But Hamor said to them, “My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her to him as his

wife. 9 Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for yourselves. 10 You can settle among

us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade[f] in it, and acquire property in it.”11 Then Shechem said to Dinah’s

father and brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you ask. 12 Make the price for

the bride and the gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I’ll pay whatever you ask me. Only give me the young

woman as my wife.”13 Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob’s sons replied deceitfully as they spoke

to Shechem and his father Hamor. 14 They said to them, “We can’t do such a thing; we can’t give our sister to a

man who is not circumcised. That would be a disgrace to us. 15 We will enter into an agreement with you on one

conditiononly: that you become like us by circumcising all your males. 16 Then we will give you our daughters and

take your daughters for ourselves. We’ll settle among you and become one people with you. 17 But if you will not

agree to be circumcised, we’ll take our sister and go.”18  Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son

Shechem. 19 The young man, who was the most honored of all his father’s family, lost no time in doing what they

said, because he was delighted with Jacob’s daughter. 20 So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their

city to speak to the men of their city.21 “These men are friendly toward us,” they said. “Let them live in our land

and trade in it; the land has plenty of room for them. We can marry their daughters and they can marry ours. 22 But

the men will agree to live with us as one people only on the condition that our males be circumcised,  as they

themselves are. 23 Won’t their livestock, their property and all their other animals become ours? So let us agree to

their terms, and they will settle among us.”24 All the men who went out of the city gate agreed with Hamor and his

son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised.25  Three days later, while all of them were still in

pain,  two of Jacob’s sons, Simeonand Levi,  Dinah’s brothers, took their swords  and attacked the unsuspecting

city,killing every male. 26 They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and took Dinah  from Shechem’s

house and left. 27 The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted the city where[g] their sister had been

defiled. 28 They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything else of theirs in the city and out in the

fields. 29 They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children,taking as plunder everything in the

houses.30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by making me obnoxious to the

Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land. We are few in number, and if they join forces against me

and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed.”31 But they replied, “Should he have treated our sister like a

prostitute?”
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Jesus Arrested 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large

crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the

people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the

man; arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed

him. 50  Jesus replied,  “Do what you came for, friend.”[a]Then the men stepped

forward,

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 26

seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck

the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who

draw the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my

disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  54  But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled  that say it must

happen in this way?”55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with

swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this

has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders

had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and

sat down with the guards  to see the outcome.59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false

evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death.  60  But they did not find any, though many false

witnesses  came forward.Finally two  came forward  61  and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the

temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to

answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent.The high

priest said to him, “I charge you under oath  by the living God:  Tell us if you are the Messiah,  the Son of

God.”64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting

at the right hand of the Mighty One  and coming on the clouds of heaven.”[b]65  Then the high priest tore his

clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the

blasphemy.66 What do you think?”“He is worthy of death,” they answered.67 Then they spit in his face and struck

him with their fists. Others slapped him68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?”

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders

had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and

sat down with the guards  to see the outcome.59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false

evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death.  60  But they did not find any, though many false

witnesses  came forward.Finally two  came forward  61  and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the

temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”
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Psalms

Psalm 23

PROVERBS

Proverbs 6:1-5

1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,

    the world, and all who live in it;

2 for he founded it on the seas

    and established it on the waters.

3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?

    Who may stand in his holy place?

4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,

    who does not trust in an idol

    or swear by a false god.[a]

5 They will receive blessing from the Lord

    and vindication from God their Savior.

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,

    who seek your face, God of Jacob.[b][c]

7 Lift up your heads, you gates;

    be lifted up, you ancient doors,

    that the King of glory may come in.

8 Who is this King of glory?

    The Lord strong and mighty,

    the Lord mighty in battle.

9 Lift up your heads, you gates;

    lift them up, you ancient doors,

    that the King of glory may come in.

10 Who is he, this King of glory?

    The Lord Almighty—

    he is the King of glory.

1 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor,

    if you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger,

2 you have been trapped by what you said,

    ensnared by the words of your mouth.

3 So do this, my son, to free yourself,

    since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands:

Go—to the point of exhaustion—[a]

    and give your neighbor no rest!

4 Allow no sleep to your eyes,

    no slumber to your eyelids.

5  Free yourself, like a gazelle  from the hand of the

hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.

62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these

men are bringing against you?”  63  But Jesus remained silent.The high priest said to him, “I charge you under

oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I

say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming

on the clouds of heaven.”[b] 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do

we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.66 What do you think?”“He is worthy of

death,” they answered. 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him68 and said,

“Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?”



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Praise & 
Prayer for Church Family

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a Hymn
that is on your heart.

DISCUSSION

Many people think of God as someone to appease, such as

Jacob thought of Esau, when in fact Esau's reaction is

God's when someone comes to Him - loving, open, and

welcome. Even when we aren't the people we ought to be,

as Peter, through Christ God's arms are open to us. Who

shall ascend the mountain of the Lord? Those who come in

faith. 

 

How have you perceived God in the past, and how has that

changed? 

 

How would you describe God to someone seeking? 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


