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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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Jacob Returns to Bethel

Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altarthere to

God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.”2 So Jacob

said to his household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods you

have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes.

2

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 35

3  Then come, let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God,  who answered me in the day of my

distress and who has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and

the rings in their ears,  and Jacob buried them under the oak  at Shechem.  5  Then they set out, and the terror of

God  fell on the towns all around them so that no one pursued them.6 Jacob and all the people with him came to

Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. 7 There he built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel,[a] because it

was there that God revealed himself to him  when he was fleeing from his brother.8  Now Deborah, Rebekah’s

nurse, died and was buried under the oak outside Bethel. So it was named Allon Bakuth.[b]9 After Jacob returned

from Paddan Aram,[c] God appeared to him again and blessed him. 10 God said to him, “Your name is Jacob,[d] but

you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.[e]” So he named him Israel.11 And God said to him, “I

am God Almighty[f]; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you,

and kings will be among your descendants. 12 The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will

give this land to your descendants after you.” 13 Then God went up from himat the place where he had talked with

him.14 Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out a drink offering on

it; he also poured oil on it. 15 Jacob called the place where God had talked with him Bethel.[g]

The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

16 Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth

and had great difficulty. 17 And as she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the midwife  said to her, “Don’t

despair, for you have another son.” 18 As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni.

[h]  But his father named him Benjamin.[i]19  So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath  (that is,

Bethlehem).20 Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb.21 Israel moved

on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder. 22 While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and

slept with his father’s concubineBilhah, and Israel heard of it.Jacob had twelve sons:23 The sons of Leah:Reuben the

firstborn of Jacob,Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun.24 The sons of Rachel:Joseph and Benjamin.25 The

sons of Rachel’s servant Bilhah:Dan and Naphtali.26 The sons of Leah’s servant Zilpah:Gad and Asher.These were

the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in Paddan Aram.27 Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, near

Kiriath Arba  (that is, Hebron),  where Abraham and Isaac had stayed.  28  Isaac lived a hundred and eighty

years. 29 Then he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, old and full of years. And his sons Esau

and Jacob buried him.
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Judas Hangs Himself 

Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans

how to have Jesus executed.  2  So they bound him, led him away and handed him

over  to Pilate the governor.3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was

condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver  to the

chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent 

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 27

blood.” "What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 5  So Judas threw the money into the

temple  and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.6  The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is

against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the

potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then

what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by

the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”[a]

Jesus Before Pilate

11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”“You

have said so,” Jesus replied.12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.13 Then

Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not

even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival

to release a prisoner  chosen by the crowd.  16  At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was

Jesus[b] Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to

you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had

handed Jesus over to him.19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have

anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”20 But the

chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.21 “Which of the

two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.“Barabbas,” they answered.22 “What shall I do, then,

with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked.They all answered, “Crucify him!”23 “Why? What crime has he

committed?” asked Pilate.But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”24 When Pilate saw that he was getting

nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am

innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us

and on our children!”26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be

crucified.
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The Soldiers Mock Jesus

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around

him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on

his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!”

they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had

mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

Psalms

Psalm 25:1-11

PROVERBS

Proverbs 6:6-11

1 In you, Lord my God,  I put my trust.

2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame,

    nor let my enemies triumph over me.

3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame,

but shame will come on those

    who are treacherous without cause.

4 Show me your ways, Lord,  teach me your paths.

5 Guide me in your truth and teach me,

    for you are God my Savior,

    and my hope is in you all day long.

6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love,

    for they are from of old.

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth

    and my rebellious ways;

according to your love remember me,

    for you, Lord, are good.

8 Good and upright is the Lord;

    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.

9 He guides the humble in what is right

    and teaches them his way.

10 All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful

    toward those who keep the demands of his covenant.

11 For the sake of your name, Lord,

    forgive my iniquity, though it is great.

6 Go to the ant, you sluggard;

    consider its ways and be wise!

7 It has no commander,

    no overseer or ruler,

8 yet it stores its provisions in summer

    and gathers its food at harvest.9 How long will you

lie there, you sluggard?

    When will you get up from your sleep?

10 A little sleep, a little slumber,

    a little folding of the hands to rest—

11 and poverty will come on you like a thief

    and scarcity like an armed man.



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Confession

& Prayer for Immediate Family

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a
Devotional Song that is on your
heart.

DISCUSSION

The very king in the very land God spoke to Jacob of in Genesis

35:11-12 would be put on a show trial and condemned to death

by Jacob's descendants many years later. God was revealing

Himself to Israel, but they were looking in the wrong place,

even as they stood near the House of God. Let us always be

wise about in whom we place our trust and set our sights, and

let is always be the Lord God. 

 

In what ways have you realized God's work or presence after

the fact? 

 

How can we tune our ears, eyes, and hearts to recognize God

when He is close? 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


