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hearts joined in  worship

This guide was prayerfull designed to help you continue to grow daily in your

knowedge and love of God, as well as stay connected with your brothers and sisters

in Christ during this time of separation. 

 

Each day contains Scripture readings from the Old Testament, New Testament,

Psalms and Proverbs, to give you a big-picture snapshot of God's character and

love for His people throughout the whole Bible. 

 

You'll also find Praise and Prayer prompts where you can choose a hymn,

devotional song, or contemporary song to sing to the Lord. You can use the prayer

prompt to pray for the specific area of focus that day. 

 

These are suggestions to help you get going, but not rigid rules. The daily worship

time is desingd to be about 15 minutes long, but you can feel free to add to it! Sing

a couple songs or spend more time in prayer.

 

Finally, we hope that you will share your experinces with one another. We have

such an amazing opportunity to share what God is doing in our lives and encourage

one another. Sharing how God is working through you, builds up the body of Chirst

and makes us all stronger in our faith. 

 

Post your thoughts, stories, or videos on the Circle Family Facebook Group or

email them to Thomas to be included in our weekly emails. 

 

Grace and Peace,

 

Circle Church of Christ
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Judah and Tamar

At that time, Judah  left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam  named

Hirah. 2 There Judah met the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He married her and

made love to her; 3 she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was named Er. 4 She

conceived again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to still another

son and named him Shelah. It was at Kezib that she gave birth to him.
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OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 38

6  Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar.  7  But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the  Lord’s

sight; so the Lord put him to death.8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Sleep with your brother’s wife and fulfill your duty to her as a

brother-in-law to raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the child would not be his; so whenever he slept

with his brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from providing offspring for his brother. 10 What he did was

wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to death also.11  Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a

widow in your father’s household until my son Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He may die too, just like his brothers.” So

Tamar went to live in her father’s household.12 After a long time Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah had

recovered from his grief, he went up to Timnah,  to the men who were shearing his sheep,  and his friend Hirah the

Adullamite went with him.13 When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14 she

took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a veil to disguise herself, and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which

is on the road to Timnah.  For she saw that, though Shelah  had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his

wife.15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 Not realizing that she was his

daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.”“And what will you give me

to sleep with you?”  she asked.17  “I’ll send you a young goat  from my flock,” he said.“Will you give me something as a

pledge until you send it?” she asked.18 He said, “What pledge should I give you?”“Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your

hand,” she answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him. 19 After she left, she took off

her veil and put on her widow’s clothes again.20 Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite in order to

get his pledge  back from the woman, but he did not find her.  21  He asked the men who lived there, “Where is the shrine

prostitute who was beside the road at Enaim?”“There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here,” they said.22 So he went back to

Judah and said, “I didn’t find her. Besides, the men who lived there said, ‘There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute

here.’”23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep what she has, or we will become a laughingstock. After all, I did send her this young

goat, but you didn’t find her.”24  About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty of

prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant.”Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned to death!”25 As she was being

brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law. “I am pregnant by the man who owns these,” she said. And she added, “See

if you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.”26  Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than

I, since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again.27 When the time came for her to give birth,

there were twin boys in her womb.28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the midwife  took a scarlet

thread and tied it on his wrist  and said, “This one came out first.”  29  But when he drew back his hand, his brother came

out, and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was named Perez.[a] 30 Then his brother, who had the scarlet

thread on his wrist, came out. And he was named Zerah.[b]
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Jesus Has Risen

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other

Mary went to look at the tomb.2 There was a violent earthquake,  for an angel of the

Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on

it.  3  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  4  The

guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 28

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He

is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  Come and see the place where he lay.  7  Then go quickly and tell his

disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have

told you.”8  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his

disciples.  9  Suddenly Jesus met them.  “Greetings,”  he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped

him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The Guards’ Report

11  While the women were on their way, some of the guards  went into the city and reported to the chief priests

everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the

soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him

away  while we were asleep.’  14  If this report gets to the governor,  we will satisfy him and keep you out of

trouble.”  15  So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely

circulated among the Jews to this very day.

The Great Commission

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw

him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on

earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Psalms

Psalm 26

PROVERBS

Proverbs 6:12-15

1 Vindicate me, Lord,

    for I have led a blameless life;

I have trusted in the Lord

    and have not faltered.

2 Test me, Lord, and try me,

    examine my heart and my mind;

3 for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love

    and have lived in reliance on your faithfulness.

4 I do not sit with the deceitful,

    nor do I associate with hypocrites.

5 I abhor the assembly of evildoers

    and refuse to sit with the wicked.

6 I wash my hands in innocence,

    and go about your altar, Lord,

7 proclaiming aloud your praise

    and telling of all your wonderful deeds.

8 Lord, I love the house where you live,

    the place where your glory dwells.

9 Do not take away my soul along with sinners,

    my life with those who are bloodthirsty,

10 in whose hands are wicked schemes,

    whose right hands are full of bribes.

11 I lead a blameless life;

    deliver me and be merciful to me.

12 My feet stand on level ground;

    in the great congregation I will praise the Lord.

16 There are six things the Lord hates,

    seven that are detestable to him:

17 haughty eyes,  a lying tongue,

        hands that shed innocent blood,

18 a heart that devises wicked schemes,

        feet that are quick to rush into evil,

19  a false witness who pours out lies

     and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.



 

ENCOURAGE ONE

ANOTHER

Staying connected is so important

during this time.

 

Please share something that has

touched your heart through your

time in God's word this week. 

 

It will encourage your brothers

and sisters and create a deeper 

 connection with one another

while we are apart. 

 

Post your thoughts, favorite song

or a short video at the Circle

Family News Facebook Page, or

email Thomas and we'll include in

next week's email!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS

We would love for you to invite

people you know to be apart of

our daily worship and

encouragement!

 

The Facebook Group is private

so  that you can share freely, but

friends are welcome to join!

Requests will be approved by the

group moderators as they pop

up!
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PRAY ALWAYS
Prayer of Praise &

Prayer for extended

family

SING TO THE LORD

Take a moment to sing a Hymn
that is on your heart.

DISCUSSION

Genesis 38 is full of sin - the sin of Er and Onan, which caused

their deaths, and the sin of Judah for withholding his son as well

as sleeping with whom he believed to be a prostitute. This story

makes many uncomfortable and wonder why it's included. It's a

story of the redemption from which humans need rescue, but

Perez and Judah are also in the genealogy of Jesus, therefore in

the genealogy of how humans were indeed rescued from the

very sin in which they participated.

 

What Bible stories do you not like or make you uncomfortable,

and why is that? 

 

How do you think the resurrection story impacts every other

story in Scripture? 

 

What do these passages teach us about God? 

 

What do they teach us about ourselves?


